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COMMUNITY FOREST  

CLOSING PENDING 
 

NEW COMMUNITY  
FOREST MANAGER JOINS 

DLLT 

 The Downeast Lakes Land Trust is 

pleased to announce the hire of Mrs. Brit-

tany Mauricette as the new Community 

Forest Manager.  Brittany is a native of 

Rockland, Maine, and a graduate of the 

University of Maine’s School of Forest 

Resources.  Having worked previously on 

industrial forestlands, she is most recently 

employed as a forester with the Otsego 

Conservation District in Gaylord, Michi-

gan.   

 Brittany’s approach to conservation 

forestry emphasizes the health of the 

whole ecosystem, an outlook that pairs 

well with DLLT’s Focus Species Forestry 

Plan, which uses timber harvest prescrip-

tions to create habitat for specific “focus 

species” that act as umbrellas for the con-

servation of other species with similar 

habitat needs. 

 “Brittany will bring energy, technical 

expertise, and a commitment to exemplary 

forest management to DLLT’s community 

forestry program. We look forward to 

welcoming her in Grand Lake Stream and 

having her join our efforts in the 

Downeast Lakes region,” says DLLT Ex-

ecutive Director David Montague. 

 Brittany’s employment with 

Downeast Lakes Land Trust will begin in 

mid-June.  Be sure to say hello and wel-

come her to Grand Lake Stream! 
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 The campaign to secure the future of the 

roughly 22,000-acre West Grand Lake Commu-

nity Forest Project is nearly complete.  Over the 

past nine years, Downeast Lakes Land Trust’s 

partners and supporters have worked together to 

raise almost $19 million to conserve this prop-

erty’s spectacular forests, wetlands, and 

lakeshore and ensure community leadership to 

guide its management forever.  The successful 

acquisition in 2008 of an Option Agreement 

with the seller, Lyme Timber Company, and the 

subsequent establishment of a working forest conservation easement in 2012 paved the way for the outright purchase of the land by 

DLLT for creation of a community forest.  Combining the new land with DLLT’s existing Farm Cove Community Forest will re-

sult in a 55,000-acre permanently conserved forest, managed with community input and open for the traditional recreational enjoy-

ment of all. 

 At the end of June 2016, DLLT will close on this long-awaited land purchase.  Although we are currently seeking the final 

$650,000 needed to reach our $19.4 million funding goal, all of our efforts are focused on reducing or eliminating this funding gap 

before the planned closing.  As a last resort, bridge loan financing is available to allow the project to close on schedule.   

 The generosity of our supporters has helped DLLT achieve great things for the people and environment of the Downeast Lakes 

region.  As we prepare to enter a new phase of working toward our mission to contribute to the well-being of this region, your con-

tinued efforts are as important now as they have ever been.  All of us at DLLT hope you’ll join us in celebration of the West Grand 

Lake Community Forest this summer, and we look forward to sharing and enjoying this special place with you.    
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PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE: 

THE HOME STRETCH 
 

 After a winter of little snow and a dry 

spring, nature is nonetheless regenerating 

itself– and here we are as the warm season 

arrives at Grand Lake Stream and surround-

ings. I hope those who read this message 

will find time to enjoy those spectacular 

surroundings in the next few months. 

Among other things, you might want to pad-

dle up Big Musquash Stream and marvel at 

its extraordinary wetland, all part of the eco-

logical reserve included in the West Grand 

Lake Community Forest. I have paddled the 

waters of our neighborhood for 64 years, 

and this is likely my favorite trip. The scale 

of the wetland, complete with its stunning 

domed bog, is something to witness! 

 Having mentioned the eco-reserve and 

the project at large, I should report that as of 

this writing, we still have $650,000 of an 

original 19 million dollars to raise before we 

must close on these 22,000 acres at June’s 

end. The less we have to borrow of that re-

mainder, the better off the trust will be. 

Speaking selfishly, I’ll be better off too: I’ve 

now devoted over fifteen years to the trust’s 

projects, and am now in my middle seven-

ties. I would not undo a moment of the ef-

fort, the result being so wonderful; but by 

now I am simply longing to play like a child 

in all this fabulous protected land. That’ll be 

a lot easier if I know that the project is as 

close to finished as possible when full sum-

mer begins. 

 With that in mind, I would urge those 

who have pledged support to do so as soon 

as you possibly can. This will make negotia-

tions for a bridge loan, should such a loan be 

necessary, all the smoother. If you receive 

this newsletter and have not yet contributed 

to the West Grand Lake Community Forest, 

you won’t find a more crucial time to do so. 

 I wish everyone a blessed and safe sum-

mer, and hope to see many of you in our 

neighborhood. 

 

 

 Best Wishes, 

 

 

 

 Sydney Lea 
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 Early this spring, my wife, Roxzanna, and 

I had the pleasure of enjoying the better part of 

a day paddling our canoe through the Farm 

Cove Community Forest and adjoining Sunrise 

Easement with our two rambunctious canines.  

We launched on Grand Lake Brook, where last 

summer the Trust and partners installed a 20-

foot wide arch culvert to restore natural stream 

function and fish passage.  After paddling 

through the arch and beneath the Fourth Lake 

Road, we meandered our way down the brook 

and in a short time left the community forest 

and entered the Sunrise Easement.  We had a 

late start, and the shadows were lengthening 

when our way opened onto Little River Lake.  

A beaver swam past the canoe and waterfowl 

dotted the coves.  If you haven’t seen it before, 

this quiet waterbody deserves a visit.  Because 

of the protection of the conservation easement, 

its undeveloped shoreline will remain unaltered 

for all to enjoy while paddling, fishing, or 

simply exploring.   

 We pushed on past the lake and into Little 

River.  At times the pushing was literal, as we 

periodically encountered shallow water or bea-

ver dams.  After passing beneath Little River 

Road and Karen Sprague Bridge, we entered 

the wetlands skirting Big Lake and then the 

lake itself.  As the stars came out and reflected 

on the placid water, we reached our destination 

at the Big Lake Landing.   

 Throughout this canoe trip celebrating a 

beautiful spring day, we were mindful of how 

fortunate we are also to be celebrating the 

Downeast Lakes Land Trust’s 15 years of con-

serving forests, lakes, streams, shorelines, wet-

lands, and habitat for fish and wildlife.  The 

successes made possible by every one of you, 

the Trust’s supporters, continue to astound me.  

There are few places in America, and even 

fewer in heavily-populated New England, that 

can boast such unbroken landscapes of con-

served land accessible for canoeing, fishing, 

hunting, snowmobiling, hiking, and traditional 

livelihoods like logging and guiding.  It is a 

testament to the hard work and generosity of 

this community of DLLT supporters that more 

than 370,000 acres have been conserved 

throughout the past 15 years in efforts driven 

and led by all of you who recognize how 

unique and exceptional this special part of 

Maine is.   

 Whether you are reading this newsletter on 

the Liar’s Bench at the Pine Tree Store or at a 

place far from the Downeast Lakes regions, I 

hope you will take a moment to reflect on all 

that you have helped to build and conserve 

through your support of DLLT.  More im-

portantly, I hope you seize upon your next op-

portunity to visit, enjoy, and celebrate this 

spectacular landscape!        

 

 Gratefully, 

 

 

 David Montague         
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FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR 

CORPORATE 
PARTNERS  

     Corporate Partners support our 

vision for the economic and 

environmental well-being of 

Grand Lake Stream and the 

Downeast Lakes Region.  These 

businesses made gifts in 2015, and 

are featured on downeastlakes.org 

through 2016. 

     Other businesses contribute to 

Downeast Lakes Land Trust 

through their employee matching 

grant programs.  Thank you also 

to these companies, and to the 

donors who created the matching 

grant opportunities! 

 

Brook Trout ($1,000 +) 
 Bangor Savings Bank 

 Chet’s Camps 

 Finite Carbon 

 Grand Lake Lodge 

 Hanscom Construction 

 The Lyme Timber Company 

 Machias Savings Bank 

 Norton Insurance Agency 
 

Grand Laker ($250 +) 
 Bailey’s General Construction 

 Davis Forestry Products, Inc. 

 Furbush Roberts Printing Co. 

 Grand Lake Canoe & Paddle 

 Leen’s Lodge 

 Old Town Canoe Co. 

 Patagonia 

 Pine Tree Store 

 Prock Marine Company 

 Weatherby’s 

 Whitney Wreath 

DOWNEAST NATURE NOTE 

Black-throated Blue Warbler 
Setophaga caerulescens 

 The black-throated blue warbler is a small, seasonal visitor that breeds in the 

Downeast Lakes region during the spring and summer months, sometimes having 2

-3 broods.  They nest in large, unbroken tracts of mixed deciduous-coniferous for-

est, preferring hardwood areas with a dense undergrowth of shrubs and saplings.   

This “wood warbler” species feeds mostly on insects, especially caterpillars, moths, 

flies, and spiders.  Their song is a buzzy, “zhur zhur zhur zhreee” and they can often be seen foraging in the same location for ex-

tended periods of time.  Black-throated blue warblers are one of DLLT’s targeted species in our Focus Species Forestry (Maine 

Audubon) plan.  Managing for the mature hardwoods favored by this species benefits a wide range of other wildlife such as Ameri-

can marten, fisher, and many other bird species.  This summer, look for these beautiful birds in the Farm Cove Community Forest! 

 

Photo Credit: Charles J. Sharp 
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DLLT PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST WINNERS 

 
 We received over 130 submissions to the first ever DLLT Photo Contest, highlighting the natural beauty and the cultural history 

of the Downeast Lakes region.  Winning entries were selected by Downeast Lakes Land Trust staff and the decisions were made 

with great difficulty.  We would like to thank everyone who sent in their best shots, and we wish that they could all be featured!   

 If you would like to see these photographs, up-close and in-person, DLLT is hosting a Photography Show and Presentation on 

June 24th at 6:30 pm in the Grand Lake Stream School Building.  Printed photos and all submissions will be displayed, and there 

will be a presentation by Matthew Wheeler, a photo archivist with the Penobscot Marine Museum.  Mr. Wheeler will highlight and 

discuss historic photos of Grand Lake Stream and the Downeast Lakes region.  Congratulations to all of the winners! 

 

Community 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  First Place—John Redington     Second Place—Sue Whitely           Third Place—Trudy Runyan                               
                                                            

Forests                            

  First Place—Patty Weeks      Second Place—Ernest Carle           Third Place—Greg Pollock              
 

Waterways                

        First Place—Dave Conley        Second Place—Terry Moffitt       Third Place—Maria MacClellan   

 

“THE TWO MOST ENGAGING POWERS OF A PHOTOGRAPH ARE TO 

MAKE NEW THINGS FAMILIAR AND FAMILIAR THINGS NEW.”  

- WILLIAM THACKERAY 
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Traditions 

        First Place—Brooke Mercier       Second Place—Richard Parsons         Third Place—John Redington 
 

Sunrise—Sunset 

    First Place—Kevin Oldenburg        Second Place—Patty Weeks            Third Place—Terry Moffitt 
 

Wildlife 

   First Place—Tobey Woodward    Second Place—Edward Nash       Third Place—Sheila Wakefield 
 

Honorable Mentions—Clockwise from upper left: Scott Craig, E. Carle, B. Mercier, E. Carle, G. Pollock, J. Redington 
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DOWNEAST LAKES  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
Get more information and keep up to date at 

www.downeastlakes.org 

 

History & Heritage 

 

June 24—DLLT Photography 

Show and Historical Presentation 
by Matthew Wheeler titled, 

“Postcards from Grand Lake 

Stream”—6:30 pm 

 

July 19—Moonlight Paddle on 

Big Musquash Stream—7 pm—

Musquash Bridge, Milford Road 

 

July 23— DLLT 15th Anniver-

sary Celebration & Film—A new 

documentary featuring DLLT— 

7 pm 

 

August 10—Medicinal Plant 

Walk & Workshop—with Amy 

Zipperer—5 pm 

 

August 26—Book Series: 

“Postcards From Here” by Penny 

Guisinger—6:30 pm 

 

All programs will meet at the GLS 

School Building unless otherwise 

noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explorations and           

Adventures 
 

Tuesdays, 9:30—Noon 
 

Free weekly educational activities 

for children ages 6-10 (all ages wel-

come). Rain or shine! 
 

July 5: GLS Scavenger  Hunt 

July 12: Woodland Music 

July 19: Bats & Bat Boxes 

July 26: Insect Safar i 

Aug. 2: Berry Picking 

Aug. 9: Owls of Maine (10 am) 

Chewonki Foundation 

Aug. 16: Pocumcus Trail Hike 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Serious Skills for  

Boys and Girls 
 

Thursdays, 9:30—Noon 

 

Free weekly educational activities 

for children ages 10-16 (all ages 

welcome). Rain or shine! 
 

July 7: Campsite Construction 

July 14: Fishing on West Grand  

July 21: Canoeing & Poling—Sue 

& Al LaPlante 

July 28: Kids Wilderness First 

Aid—Dr. Joseph Dougherty 

Aug. 4: Introduction to Forestry 

Aug. 11: Meet a Game Warden—

Brad Richard 

Aug. 18: Beginners Wild Edibles 

Races 
 

Monday—July 4 

 Race For Grand Lake Stream    

3 mile run/walk. Register 8-9 am  

DLLT lawn 
 

Saturday—August 13  

 Baxter Outdoors Downeast 

Lakes 5-Miler  Register  8:30-9:30 

am Shaw Street. 10 am start! 
 

Sunday—August 14 

 12th Annual West Grand 

Lake Race—Canoe/kayak race for 

all ages and skills. Register 9:15 am 

on Shaw Street.  Barbeque lunch to 

follow! 
 

Community Events 
 

Princeton Farmers’ Market—

open weekly every Thursday from 

3-5 pm, June—October. West St. 
 

July 4th—Grand Lake Stream, 

America  8 am-5 pm. 
 

July 16 & 17—Indian Township 

Dawnland Ceremonial Days.  
 

July 30 & 31—Grand Lake  

Stream Folk Art Festival. 10 am-

5 pm GLS Ballfield  
 

Grand Lake Stream Guides Asso-

ciation Dinners—July 29 & 30 

DLLT Annual Meeting & Picnic 

Sunday, July 31—12-2 pm 

14th Annual Meeting 
 

Cookout lunch and benefit auction.  

All are welcome by reservation. 

RSVP to info@downeastlakes.org 

or call (207) 796—2100. 
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A GRAND LAKE STREAM SUMMER 

By Colin Brown 

 

 Summer is an incredible time of 

the year! For the Downeast Lakes 

Land Trust, summer is a time to 

share with the community the beau-

ty and wonders of the natural world.  

Whether heading out for a hike in 

the Farm Cove Community Forest, 

attending a lecture, or participating 

in an exciting trail or paddle race, 

DLLT has something to offer all 

outdoor enthusiasts. 

 DLLT’s History & Heritage 

series gets the summer started on  

June 24th, as we host a “DLLT Pho-

tography Show and Presentation,” showcasing the winners of the 

first-ever DLLT Photo Contest.  Matthew Wheeler, a photo ar-

chivist with Penobscot Marine Museum, will present “Postcards 

from Grand Lake Stream,” offering a historic look at one-of-a-

kind photos from the Downeast Lakes region.  DLLT’s annual 

“Moonlight Paddle on Big Musquash” has grown into a commu-

nity favorite, exploring one of Maine’s finest wetland ecosystems 

under the light of the full moon!  We will launch at Musquash 

Bridge at 7 pm on July 19th.  On July 23rd, we will be celebrating 

DLLT’s 15th Anniversary with an outdoor film premiere of 

“Advancing Community Conservation.”  Refreshments will be 

served and all are welcome to attend.  On August 10th, we wel-

come Amy Zipperer for a “Medicinal Plant Walk & Workshop.”  

A Registered Nurse and owner of Dogwood Herbs, Amy will 

lead participants on a plant identification walk and show how to 

create finished products from harvested wild plants.  Wrapping 

up the summer History & Heritage programs on August 26th, 

DLLT welcomes local author Penny Guisinger for a presentation 

and reading from her new book, Postcards From Here, a collec-

tion of micro-essays about life in Downeast Maine. 

 DLLT is also continuing to host the “Race For Grand Lake 

Stream” as part of the Grand Lake Stream, America festivities on 

the Fourth of July.  The 3-mile race from Big Lake Landing to 

the center of Grand Lake Stream is a family-friendly run/walk to 

kick off the day’s events.  Registration opens at 8 am on the 

DLLT lawn and the race begins at 9 am. 

 This August, DLLT is hosting a weekend of adventure races 

in Grand Lake Stream.  On Saturday, August 13th, Baxter Out-

doors presents the 3rd Annual “Downeast Lakes 5-Miler,” a gor-

geous trail run along West Grand Lake.  To register for the race, 

visit www.baxteroutdoors.com.  On Sunday, August 14th, DLLT 

is thrilled to present the 12th Annual West Grand Lake Race.  

This flatwater paddle race that features 4, 6, and 12 mile courses, 

along with a family-friendly kids race, has become a local favor-

ite and should not be missed for canoe and kayak enthusiasts.  

Bring your running shoes for Saturday and your boat and paddle 

for Sunday and make a weekend of it in Grand Lake Stream! 

 The popular youth programs, “Explorations & Adventures” 

and “Serious Skills for Boys & Girls,” return with new activities 

and exciting lessons every week.  Beginning on July 5th, Explora-

tions & Adventures meets every Tuesday morning at 9:30 am at 

the Grand Lake Stream School Building.  Serious Skills meets on 

Thursday mornings at the same time.  For more information 

about each week’s theme, visit www.downeastlakes.org and be 

sure to save the Community Calendar (page 6 of Traditions) for 

important dates in the Downeast Lakes region throughout the 

summer. 

COMMUNITY FOREST MANAGER’S 
WORDS FROM THE WOODS 

By Kyle Burdick 

 
 As many of you know, I 

recently concluded my stay as 

Community Forest Manager at 

the Downeast Lakes Land 

Trust.  If there is one thing I've 

learned during my seven year 

stay, it is that Grand Lake 

Stream is one of the most spe-

cial places on Earth.  

 Although the town was 

founded on the back (or rather 

the bark) of hemlock and the 

tanning industry, people of all 

sorts have found their way to 

town and come up with some 

reason to stay.  Most long-time residents have been a part of, or 

have been supported by, the forest products industry in one 

way or another.  Others just came for the great fishing.  Many 

people have asked me, "How did someone from suburban Con-

necticut end up crawling through the pucker brush of T6ND?" 

The answer is simple: I didn't like Connecticut.  

 My father, one of the last master sail makers, told me sto-

ries of what Connecticut was like in the 1930's.  Pointing out 

housing developments that were once great woods, large 

enough to get lost in.  I found myself attracted to what little 

forest was left, even if it was just the empty space from one 

subdivision to another.  As I grew up, the forest shrank and I 

looked for something bigger.  Thankfully, I found Grand Lake 

Stream.  

 I urge everyone to consider what Grand Lake Stream 

would be like without the Downeast Lakes Land Trust.  But 

don't stop there: get involved!  A community forest without the 

help of the community is just a forest.  I will remain involved 

in any way that I can and I hope everyone continues to help 

keep this place truly remarkable!  

http://www.baxteroutdoors.com
http://www.downeastlakes.org
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Downeast Lakes Land Trust 
4 Water St. 
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DOWNEAST LAKES LAND TRUST 
WELCOMES NEW BOARD MEMBER 

  

 The Downeast Lakes 

Land Trust (DLLT) is pleased 

to welcome Mr. Robert Gagner 

as the newest member of its 

Board of Directors.  Originally 

from Woodland, Maine, Mr. 

Gagner holds an AS in Civil 

Engineering from the 

University of Maine-Orono 

and a BA in Industrial 

Engineering from the 

University of Arkansas. 

 Robert and his wife, 

Bonnie, purchased and ran the 

Pine Tree Store in Grand Lake 

Stream from 1977 - 1997.  

Along with co-owning a 

private engineering services firm, Mr. Gagner spent several years 

working for Georgia-Pacific Company as a Maintenance and 

Engineering Manager. A year-round resident of Grand Lake 

Stream, Robert is no stranger to DLLT and currently serves on the 

Forest Resources and Wildlife Committees.   

 “I’ve always been a strong advocate of conserving the land 

and wildlife in the area,” said Gagner. 

 A Registered Maine Guide, Robert specializes in guiding all 

forms of fishing.  West Grand Lake is his personal favorite 

location for some of the best fishing in Maine. 

 “Robert’s strong commitment to this community and its way 

of life is evident to all who know him.  We are thrilled to welcome 

him to the DLLT Board and feel that he is an excellent advocate 

for the well-being of the Downeast Lakes region,” said DLLT 

Executive Director David Montague. 

 The Downeast Lakes Land Trust’s all-volunteer Board of 

Directors oversees all of the land trust’s work, and each director 

brings important skills, leadership, and a strong connection to the 

community.  Volunteers are crucial to the important conservation 

work of DLLT, and their many hours of service support the heart 

of our mission.  

F o r es ts   
a n d  L a ke s  
F or  P e op l e  

F o r ev e r  
 
 
 
 
 

 
207-796-2100  

www.downeastlakes.org 

SUPPORT DLLT 

  WITH  

AMAZON SMILE 

 

 Amazon has introduced a new form of charitable giving that 

allows customers to choose a non-profit organization they wish 

to support. All you have to do is shop at www.smile.amazon.com 

and choose your favorite charitable organization.  For every dol-

lar that you spend on selected purchases, Amazon Smile will 

donate 0.5% to that qualifying organization at no cost to the con-

sumer.   

 Downeast Lakes Land Trust is thrilled to be taking part in 

this exciting new form of fundraising and encourages everyone 

to shop at Amazon Smile. Please remember DLLT the next time 

you are shopping online, and take advantage of this great oppor-

tunity to support community-led conservation in the Downeast 

Lakes region! 

https://www.downeastlakes.org/about/board/
https://www.downeastlakes.org/about/board/

