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Since 2008, Downeast Lakes Land 

Trust has raised approximately $17.6 

million for the West Grand Lake 

Community Forest, out of a total project 

budget of $19.4 million.  As December 

2015 approaches, it brings with it the 

deadline for our capital campaign.  

Already, the effort to conserve the West 

Grand Lake property has resulted in the 

acquisition of a working-forest 

conservation easement, held by the State 

of Maine, which prevents development of 

the property while ensuring free public 

access for traditional outdoor recreation.  

The challenge of purchasing the fee title to 

the property is nearing completion, but we 

still face a nearly $2 million shortage.  At 

this critical point in the campaign, your 

support is needed more urgently than ever.   

 Purchasing this keystone property will 

add nearly 22,000 acres  to DLLT’s 

existing fee lands for a total of nearly 

56,000 acres of contiguous community 

forest.  This will be managed using a 

Focus Species Forestry strategy that 

maximizes the value of the habitat for a 

variety of wildlife from grouse and 

woodcock to deer and Black-throated Blue 

Warblers.  It will also lead to the creation 

of four new trails totaling more than 9 

miles of hiking opportunities, as well as 2 

to 4 new water trail campsites accessible 

with canoes and kayaks.  Other plans for 

the property include creation of a 7,100-

acre ecological reserve that will 

encompass more than 2,100 acres of 

wetlands and an upland corridor to benefit 

wildlife associated with mature forests.    

DLLT’s FSC certified sustainable timber 

practices, combined with long term goals 

for stewardship of our fee lands, promote 

management for a steady, sustainable 

supply of forest products to provide lasting 

benefits to the community through a 

thriving timber industry.  Additionally, the 

West Grand Lake Community Forest will 

be a site for our educational programs and 

community events that have introduced 

hundreds of area schoolchildren and 

thousands of community forest visitors to 

the natural and cultural resources of our 

forests and lakes.  

 As the December 2015 deadline for 

purchasing the West Grand property 

approaches, now is the time to put our 

shoulders to the plow for the final push! 

DEADLINE APPROACHING FOR WEST GRAND CAMPAIGN 

A CRITICAL PHASE OF AN AMBITIOUS CONSERVATION EFFORT 

New Education and 

Outreach Manager 

 The Downeast Lakes Land Trust 

(DLLT) is pleased to announce that Mr. 

Colin Brown will become the new Educa-

tion and Outreach Manager.  A resident of 

Pembroke, Maine, Colin comes to DLLT 

with a wealth of experience as an educa-

tion technician in a number of Washing-

ton County schools and as an environ-

mental educator at nature centers and out-

door programs throughout the Northeast.  

An avid birder and paddler, Colin believes 

in building stronger connections between 

people and the outdoors with a focus on 

educating future generations and building 

their appreciation for the natural environ-

ment.  He holds a degree in Sociology and 

History from the University of Connecti-

cut. 

 DLLT Executive Director David 

Montague commented on the addition to 

the staff, saying, “Colin is a great addition 

to the trust.  His enthusiasm for sharing 

the natural and cultural assets of the 

Downeast Lakes region with both resi-

dents and visitors will enhance DLLT’s 

education and outreach program, while 

furthering our mission to contribute to the 

long-term economic and environmental 

well-being of this spectacular place.”   
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PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE: 

The Final Push 
 After a long, hard winter, spring has come 

to our part of the world, and, so far as I am con-

cerned, it brings with it more than the usual 

seasonal optimism. It’s a great satisfaction to all 

concerned that the trust has hired Colin Brown, 

so eminently qualified for the post, as its new 

Education and Outreach Manager; we are also 

pleased to have retained Tom Curren, former 

conservation officer for the Pew Charitable 

Trusts and a friend of our efforts from the earli-

est days of DLLT, to help us complete the cam-

paign for the West Grand Lake Community 

Forest. 

 That campaign is in its final and perhaps 

most challenging phase: by December 31 of this 

year, we must raise the remaining two million 

dollars needed for DLLT to own the property 

outright, thereby guaranteeing that it will be 

managed with a concern both for the local econ-

omy and for sustainable forestry practices and 

all the benefits to fish and wildlife that such 

management entails. Part of this effort involves 

a 7,100-acre ecological reserve, which will en-

sure that the wetland corridor of Big Musquash 

Stream and certain other ecologically distin-

guished portions of the 22,000-acre parcel will 

remain forever wild. Of course, as with other 

DLLT holdings, public access and traditional 

use of the lands in question will be permanently 

guaranteed. 

 Tom, David Montague, and I, along with 

the campaign committee, are working to raise a 

$400,000 fund, one that we will take to other 

prospective donors –both individual and institu-

tional– in the hope that they will match that 

amount, and ideally more than match it. This 

leads me to reflect that if all 1900 recipients of 

our mailings were to commit to an annual gift of 

$200 for five years, then we’d have an addition-

al $1.9 million to help us to our goal. I hope all 

who read this message may consider such a 

commitment.  

 Meanwhile, I also hope that all in our wide 

community, local residents and visitors alike, 

will enjoy the warmer weather, and will take 

advantage of all the resources our beautiful 

neighborhood provides. It is your generosity 

that allows those resources to thrive. 
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  As we near our goal of purchasing the 

West Grand property for the creation of a new 

community forest, I often find myself reflect-

ing on the many different ways to conserve 

land.  Preserves and sanctuaries often exclude 

people for the sake of protecting species or 

natural communities so sensitive that they 

cannot withstand even the least impactful 

forms of recreation.  Parks manage land to 

accommodate high levels of use, often in-

stalling elaborate systems of paved roads, 

durable trails, handrails, huts, and viewing 

platforms to maximize the universality of pub-

lic access, and charge fees to compensate for 

the great expense of these facilities.  State and 

National Forests draw on the resources and 

talents of government agencies to secure their 

futures as places that provide benefits for all 

Americans, regardless of proximity to the 

land.  Easements on private lands vary consid-

erably in their conservation missions, but gen-

erally maintain public benefits such as recrea-

tional access, wildlife habitat, or scenic value 

while keeping land in the ownership and man-

agement of private individuals or companies.  

Community forests fulfill a different need.   

      Community forests conserve land for 

community benefit.  Consider our Farm Cove 

Community Forest, for example.  Because it is 

protected from subdivision and development, 

71 miles of shoreline on West Grand, Pocum-

cus, Dobsis, 4th Machias, and Wabassus Lakes 

will remain perpetually scenic and pristine.  

The 33,708 acres of the community forest are 

freely accessible to the community for recrea-

tion and as a source of employment for Maine 

Guides, loggers, craftsmen, and others.  It 

provides habitat for fish and wildlife, and it is 

a place of refuge for those of us who need a 

respite from the hustle and bustle of 21st cen-

tury life.  The trees, wetlands, and headwaters 

of the Machias and St. Croix Rivers give the 

community clean air, water, and watersheds.  

Most importantly, the Farm Cove Community 

Forest ensures that traditional ties to the natu-

ral heritage of the Downeast Lakes Region 

will forever be a part of our community.   

      Community forests matter because we 

must take personal responsibility for the fu-

ture of the land that provides so much to the 

life and livelihood of our community.  This 

summer, as our dispersed community recon-

venes along the Downeast Lakes with those 

already in residence, we should remind our-

selves how fortunate we are to enjoy the privi-

lege and responsibility of our community for-

est.    

      Thank you for supporting DLLT and your 

community forest. 

 Sincerely,      

 

 David Montague 
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FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR 

Why Do Community 
Forests Matter?  

CORPORATE 
PARTNERS  

     Corporate Partners support our 

vision for the economic and 

environmental well-being of Grand 

Lake Stream and the Downeast 

Lakes Region.  These businesses 

made gifts in 2014, and are 

featured on downeastlakes.org 

through 2015. 

     Other businesses contribute to 

Downeast Lakes Land Trust 

through their employee matching 

grant programs.  Thank you also to 

these companies, and to the donors 

who created the matching grant 

opportunities! 

 

Brook Trout ($1,000 or more) 

 Bangor Savings Bank 

 Chet’s Camps 

 Finite Carbon 

 Grand Lake Lodge 

 Hanscom’s Construction 

 The Lyme Timber Company 

 Machias Savings Bank 

 Norton Insurance Agency 
 

Grand Laker ($250 or more) 
 Bailey’s General Construction 

 Davis Forestry Products, Inc. 

 Furbush Roberts Printing Co. 

 Leen’s Lodge 

 Patagonia 

 Prock Marine Company 

 Weatherby’s 

The Northern Leopard Frog is a common resident of the community forest.  Green 

or brown in color with oval-shaped dark spots surrounded by lighter rings.  When 

the frog is at rest, the spots on its legs form perpendicular stripes.  The brown color 

phase is often confused with the similar Pickeral Frog, but the latter’s spots are more 

irregularly shaped and do not form the striped pattern across the legs when at rest.  

Leopard Frogs are often heard near wetlands and vernal pools during the breeding 

season from mid-May to mid-June.  Their call includes a three or four-noted series 

of “snoring” and “grunting” noises.  Leopard Frogs eat beetles and other insects, leeches, and vegetative matter.  In turn, Leopard 

Frogs are common prey for waterfowl, bass, and garter snakes.  Keep an eye, and an ear, out for Leopard Frogs on your next trip 

to the community forest! 

DOWNEAST NATURE NOTE 
Northern Leopard Frog, Rana pipiens 
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History & Heritage  

Deer Ticks: Protecting Yourself 
and Your Pets—Clay Kirby, 
UMaine Cooperative Extension 
Pest Management Officer: 

Thur., June 4th - 6:30 pm - GLS 
School Building  
 
Water Quality Monitoring 
Introduction  & Volunteer 
Training  - Tanya Rucosky: 
Sun., June 14th - 2 pm - GLS School 
Building 
  
Book Series—The Maine Way—
Fish and Game Cookbook—Judy 
Marsh and Carole Dyer:  
Thur., July 30th - 6:30 GLS School 
Building  
  
Moonlight Paddle on Big 
Musquash—DLLT Staff:  
Fri., July 31st - 8:00 pm  Big 
Musquash Bridge 
  
Waggin’ Trail Hike (Dog 
Friendly Hike) - Andrea and 
David Swift: 
Sat., August 29th - 1 pm Shaw St. 
Beach, GLS 
  
Introduction to Geocaching--Al 
LaPlante / David Montague: 
Sat., September 5th - 2 pm GLS 
School Building.   

 

 

 

 

Explorations and 

Adventures  

Tuesdays, 9:30 - Noon.  

Free weekly educational activities for 

children ages 6-12 (all ages welcome). 

Rain or shine.  Free.  

Jul 7:  Nature Journaling 

Jul 14:  Birding  

Jul 21:  Passamaquoddy Stories—

 George Neptune 

Jul 28:  Capturing Nature in Water 

 Colors with Rebekah Raye 

Aug 4:   Esker Hike 

Aug 11:  Water Bugs 

Aug. 18:  Nature Art  

 

Serious Skills  

for Girls & Boys  

Thursdays, 9:30– Noon.  
Free weekly educational activities for 

children ages 10-16. Come ready for 

outdoor activities, rain or shine.  

Jul 2:  4th of July Float 

 Construction—DLLT 

Jul 9   Geocaching—Al LaPlante 

Jul 16:  Cook a Shore Lunch— Robin 

 Follette 

Jul 23:  Kayaking—Greenland Point 

 Center  

July 30:  Bow Making— DLLT  

Aug 6:   Trail Construction—DLLT  

Aug 13:  Fly Tying—Paul Gluck 

Aug. 20:  Whittling—David Montague  

DLLT Annual Picnic 

Sun., July 26th, 12-2 pm. 

13th Annual Meeting.  Lunch served at 

12.  By reservation; RSVP to 

info@downeastlakes.org.  

 

Races 
Fri., July 4th Race for Grand 

Lake Stream, 3 mile Run or Walk 
Register 8 am to 9 am - Water St.   

Sat Aug. 15th, Baxter Outdoors 

Downeast Lakes 5-Miler.   

DLLT is hosting this 5 mile trail run.  

Register 8:30—10:00 am, 2 pm start; 

after party at Weatherby’s.   

Sun., Aug 16th 11th Annual West 

Grand Lake Races  

Canoe or Kayak Races for everyone, with 

awards and picnic lunch.  Register 9:15 am 

- Shaw St. - paddle courses of 12, 6, or 4 

miles on West Grand, barbecue lunch. 

Community Events:   

Princeton Farmers’ Market open 

weekly each Thursday beginning 

June 4th.  Vendors selling the freshest 

local fruits and vegetables as well as 

locally produced maple syrup, handmade 

crafts, snacks.  

Sat., July 4th, 8 am - 9 pm Grand 

Lake Stream, America Fun all day 

community festival.  Food available.   

Grand Lake Stream Guides 

Association Dinners – schedule to 

be announced  

Sat. & Sun., July 25th & 26th, 10 

am – 5 pm. Grand Lake Stream 

Folk Art Festival.   

www.grandlakestreamfolkartfestival.com. 

July 18th & 19th, Indian Township 

Dawn Land Ceremonial Days A 

celebration of Passamaquoddy 

culture, crafts, and traditions. 

 OTHER EVENTS LISTED AT 

WWW.DOWNEASTLAKES.ORG 

® 

DOWNEAST LAKES  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
Get more information and keep up to date at 

www.downeastlakes.org 



       Downeast  Lakes Tradi t ions— Summer 2015  5  

In the Maine Woods 

Ecological Reserves Maintain Links 
to Maine Traditions 

 We conserve land for many reasons.  Fish and wildlife 

habitat, recreational access, and a traditional natural resources 

based economy all are important components of DLLT’s 

conservation goals.  With your support, we’ve conserved more 

than 370,000 acres with the simple objectives of 1) maintaining 

the forest as forest and 2) keeping the forest open for the use 

and enjoyment of people.  In the 3,500-acre Fourth Machias 

Lake Ecological Reserve and the 7,100-acre ecological reserve 

proposed in the West Grand Lake Community Forest, these 

objectives are paramount, and include a third, more intangible 

objective of conserving the solitude and sense of “wildness” that 

is part of the Downeast Lakes tradition. 

 In the early days – some might argue the heyday – of Grand 

Lake Stream, when hunting, fishing, and trips to Maine sporting 

camps were more a part of mainstream American culture than 

they are today, it wasn’t difficult to find solitude on the lakes 

and experience the wild of the northwoods.  In those days, the 

waterways were harnessed by the timber industry for 

transporting logs from the myriad logging camps that dotted the 

forests, but roads were unheard of in the deep woods.  Unheard, 

too, were the sounds of chainsaws, logging machinery, or 

motorized vehicles.   

 Today, we benefit from the network of roads and trails 

developed by the timber industry since the mid-twentieth 

century.  These access routes allow us to enjoy snowmobiling in 

the winter and ATVing in the summer, and the roads improve 

our ability to manage the forest and reach our favorite places to 

hunt, fish, hike, paddle, and picnic.  Although our ability to 

drive to the many wonderful destinations in the community 

forest has made it an easier place to visit, the quintessential 

experience of the wild and peaceful Maine woods vacation 

enjoyed by generations of residents and visitors in the Grand 

Lake Stream area has become more difficult to find.   

 The Fourth Machias Lake Ecological Reserve encompasses 

approximately 3,500 acres of forest and wetlands (roughly 10 

percent of the community forest area) at the northern ends of 

Third and Fourth Machias Lakes.  Within the ecological reserve, 

commercial timber harvests are not conducted and natural 

disturbance processes are allowed to proceed without human 

interference, so long as the rest of the community forest is not 

threatened by fire or certain pest or disease outbreaks.  

Additionally, motorized vehicle use within the ecological 

reserve is limited to designated roads and trails, primarily those 

used to access private inholdings, recreational facilities like boat 

launches, or adjacent parts of the property that are outside of the 

ecological reserve.  Access to the ecological reserve for all non-

motorized recreational activities is encouraged.   

 Over time, the forests in the ecological reserve will follow 

natural successional trends toward a mature age class, which is 

rare in Downeast Maine.  While not all wildlife benefits from 

mature forests, species such as deer, black bear, marten, barred 

owls, northern flying squirrels, and many songbirds benefit 

from mature forests in some seasons and stages in their life 

histories.  The availability of this mature forest area will be a 

great compliment to the rest of the community forest where 

DLLT’s management plans create younger, mixed, or multi-

storied forest ecosystems.  Most importantly, the ecological 

reserve provides visitors the opportunity to experience the sort 

of wild, minimally-managed forests that once dominated the 

Downeast landscape.             

  

Plans for the 22,000-acre West Grand 

Lake Community Forest include the creation of 

7,100 acres of contiguous ecological reserve focused on con-

serving the wetlands along Big Musquash Stream, buffering 

uplands, and many of the unique natural communities identi-

fied by the Maine Natural Areas Program.  Similar to the 

Fourth Machias Lake Ecological Reserve, this area will be 

freely accessible to all non-motorized recreation, and new 

hiking trails are planned to improve non-motorized access to 

many parts of the reserve.  Motorized vehicle use on existing 

roads, ATV trails, and snowmobile trails will continue, but 

commercial forestry operations will not be conducted within 

the reserve.      
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NEVER A DULL MOMENT 

Summer Fun for All Ages 
 

 Downeast Lakes Land Trust has another outstanding schedule 

of events planned this summer (see page 4).  Our History and 

Heritage Series kicks off the summer on June 4, when Clay Kirby, 

pest management officer from the University of Maine’s 

Cooperative Extension office talks to the community about ticks, 

tick-borne diseases, and how to protect people and pets.  Also this 

summer, we’ll get our feet wet in a hands-on introduction to water 

quality issues and monitoring techniques that affect our lakes and 

streams.  In July, Judy Marsh and Carole Dyer, both wives of 

retired Maine Game Wardens, will share their tips for wild game 

cookery as they talk about their fish and game cookbook, The 

Maine Way.  We’ll have an encore to last year’s Moonlight Paddle 

on Big Musquash Stream.  If you missed this opportunity last year, 

the route for this family-friendly excursion follows one of the most 

scenic waterways in Downeast Maine through an exemplary 

wetland ecosystem protected by the West Grand Forest Easement 

– it is not to be missed!  For those inclining toward pedestrian 

activities, our guided Waggin’ Trail Hike in August encourages 

sociable community canines and their humans to stretch their legs 

on the Little Mayberry Cove Trail.  The five mile roundtrip hike 

offers a chance to explore one of the scenic walking paths 

accessible right from town, and even dogs need a chance for 

camaraderie! 

 Our children’s events continue this year with Explorations 

and Adventures every Tuesday morning.  Activities include nature 

journaling, birding, Passamaquody Stories, water coloring, a hike 

on the Big Musquash Esker, water bugs, and nature art.  For older 

children aged 10 – 16, the Serious Skills program meets every 

Thursday morning.  Participants will learn real outdoors skills 

such as geocaching, cooking a Downeast Lakes shore lunch, 

kayaking, survival bow and arrow making, hiking trail 

construction and maintenance, fly tying, and whittling.  Skills will 

be taught by knowledgeable volunteers, Maine Guides, and DLLT 

staff.  As always, look for the DLLT float in the Grand Lake 

Stream America Parade on the 4th of July, constructed by our 

Serious Skills participants and volunteers!   

 Finally, don’t forget our 3-mile Race for Grand Lake Stream 

(July 4), Baxter Outdoors’ Downeast 5-Miler (Aug. 15), and West 

Grand Lake Canoe and Kayak Race (Aug. 16).  Join us for a post-

race barbecue at Weatherby’s Lodge on August 15th and at Grand 

Lake Lodge on August 16th.   

 Be sure to keep the DLLT events calendar on page 4 so you 

don’t miss out on any of these great offerings.  Additional 

information on these and more events will be available on our 

website throughout the summer.     

F o r es ts   
a n d  L a ke s  
F or  P e op l e  

F o r ev e r  
 
 
 
 
 

207-796-2100  
www.downeastlakes.org 


